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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AUSTRALIAN  MILITARY  FORCES 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  AUSTRALIAN  TASK  FORCE  VIETNAM 
NUI  DAT 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Roport. 

TO:  Commanding  Gonorol 

II  Field  Force  Vietnam 
Attention  AC  of  S.  G3,  (6) 

COPIES  TO:  HO.  AFV  (7) 

HQ  N2  Force  Vietnam  (2) 

HQ  1  ALSO 

HQ  6  Tank  Force  (3) 

HQ  10  Task  Forco  (3) 

Internal  (15) 

1.  Reference  is  made  to  maos  VIETNAM,  1  :  50,000,  L7014,  Sheets 
6429  I,  6429  IV,  6430  II,  6430  III. 


2.  Name  and  Type  of  Operation:  Operation  FORREST  -  rice  denial  operation. 


3.  Pate3  of  Operation:  The  operation  was  conducted  over  the  period 
23  Nov  67  to  5  Jan  68  . 


4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


8. 


9. 


Location:  PHUOC  TUY  Provinco. 


Command  Headquarters:  HQ  1  ATF. 


Reporting  Officor:  Brigadier  R.L.  HUGHES,  D30. 
Unit  CeTiimandors: 


a.  2  EAR 

b.  7  RAR 


Lt  Col  II. R.  CUARLESWORTH. 
Lt  Col  E.H.  SMITH. 


c.  4  Fd  Rogt 

d.  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rcgt 

o.  1  Fd  Son 

f.  1  SAS  Sqn 


Lt  Col  R.J.  GARDNER. 
Maj  G.J.  MURPHY. 

Maj  J.H.  K21?. 

Maj  D.  BURNETT. 


g.  1  ARU 


Maj  U.H.  LUUN . 


Tn3k  Organization. 


HQ  1  ATF 
2  PAR 
7  RAR 

A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt 
4  Fd  Rogt 
1  Fd  Sqn 
1  SAS  Sqn 


1  ARU 

Dot  1  P3 v  Int  Unit 
161  (Indcp)  Rocce  Fit 
A  Sect  1  Topo  Svy  Tp 
1  Aust  CA  Unit 
Pay  Ops 


Supporting  Forces. 


a.  Armour. 

(1)  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  was  used  in  both  Cavnlyy  and  APC  roles. 

(2)  A  Sqn  wne  usod  on  the  following  task: 
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(a)  Carriage  of  infantry  to  perlmotor  of  rice  paddy 
aroao.  Mobility  was  limited  as  APCs  waro  not  allowed  on 
tho  paddy  during  the  harvost. 

(b)  Socurity  of  LZs  and  PZs. 

(c)  Routo  socurity  to  and  fretn  FS3s» 

(d)  Socurity  of  FS3s. 

(o)  Command  and  control  of  road  moves. 

(f)  Patrols  fron  FSBs. 

(g)  During  Operation  IfAJLEY  A  Sqn  assisted  in  the  rapid 
redeployment  of  infantry  coys, 

(h)  Provision  of  one  tp  for  tho  TP  Ready  Reaction  Force, 
b.  Artillery. 

(1)  Grouping. 

(a)  108  Fd  Sty  in  direct  support  of  2  RAR. 

(b)  106  Fd  Bty  in  direct  support  of  7  RAR  from  23  Nov  67 
to  16  Doc  67. 

(c)  161  Fd  Bty  R2IZA  at  priority  call  to  7  RAR  16  Doe  67 
to  27  Dec  67. 

(d)  161  Fd  Bty  RNZA  in  general  support  1  AT?  23  Nov  67  to 
16  Doc  67. 

(el  106  Fd  Bty  rovorted  to  direct  support  of  7  RAR  on 
27  Doc  67. 

(f)  Bty  A  1/83  US  Arty  remained  in  general  support, 
reinforcing  4  Fd  P.ogt, 

(2)  Deployment. 

(a)  Artillery  Tactical  Headquarter*  and  Regimental  Koad- 
quartors  remained  at  1  AT?  Ease. 


(b)  To  provido  continuous  field  gun  support,  firo  support 
baGos  were  established  as  follows:  (See  Annox  P) 

» 

i.  106  Bty  occupied  FS3  ALPHA  YS3974  from  27  Nov  67 
to  7  Dec  67. 

ii.  106  Bty  occupied  FSB  BRAVO  YS2570  from  7  Doo  67 
to  16  Doc  67. 

iii.  161  Bty  occupied  FSB  CHARLIE  Y52962  from  16  Deo 

67  -  23  Doo  67. 

iv.  103  Bty  occupied  FSB  RINGO  YS5365  from  27  Doc  67 
to  31  Deo  67. 

v.  106  Bty  occupied  FSB  ALAIFBROOXE  YS4573  free  2  Jan 

68  to  5  Jan  68. 

vi.  103  Bty  remained  at  HORSESHOE  YS4962  with  tho 
exception  of  its  occupation  of  FS3  RINGO  and  a  period 
from  23  -  31  Dee  at  NUI  DAT. 
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vii.  A  PI  A  Bty  1/33  (two  8"  guns)  occupied  a  PSP 
at  YS253710  from  9  Dec  67  to  13  Dec  67. 

(c)  A  total  of  10  battery  moves  were  made,  five  by  road 
and  five  by  air. 

(3)  An  active  policy  of  BP  adjustment-  was  carried  out  v.  - 
requircraont  for  at  least  ono  adjusted  DP  for  each  separate  sud 
unit  location.  Duo  to  the  large  nuinbor  of  fire  missions  this 
involved,  and  the  ti.ro  required,  it  was  necessary  to  advise 
company  commanders  to  halt  thoir  sub  units  early  enough  to  adjust 
DPs  in  daylight;  this  was  not,  however,  always  done  resulting  in 
many  attempts  to  adjust  DF  'ey  night. 


(4)  White  phosphorous  rounds  were  used  to  burn  off  unauthorised 
paddi;  this  was  generally  unsuccessful  duo  to  tho  water  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  paddies. 

(5)  A  heavy  harassing  fire  programme  was  fired.  POs  assisted 
in  II  and  I  planning  by  submitting  target  lists  based  on  local 
intelligence  assessments  at  company  level.  These  targets  were 
coordinated  at  Task  Force  level. 

(6)  Artillery  fire  -was  at  all  times  prompt  and  effective, 
clearances  being  obtained  with  tho  minimum- of  delay. 

e.  Engineers . 

(1)  1  Pd  San  was  given  the  following  tasks: 

(a)  Provide  combat  engr  teams  when  required  to  2  RAH, 

7  RAR  and  mini  teams  to  A  Son  3  Cav  Rogt. 

(b)  Repair  gaps  in  the  H0F.3ESR03  HILL  YS4962  -  LONG  PIIUOC 
RAI  YS51  53  minefield  fence. 

(c)  Provide  doaer  assistance  when  required  to  FS3s. 

(2)  Combat  teams  and  mini  teams  were  provided  to  the  units  as 
required.  The  general  concept  was  that  teams  were  held  on  stand 
by  at  1  ATP  Base  unless  specifically  required.  This  allowed 

1  Fd  Son  to  maintain  sufficient  men  in  the  Base  to  continue  with 
the  3  RAR  Base  development  programme  which  was  in  progress  dur¬ 
ing  tho  operation. 

(3)  The  repair  of  the  minefield  fence  was  completed  by  2  Tp 

1  Fd  Sqn  on  16  Dec  and  17  Dec  67.  Security  was  provided  by  4/48 
ARVK  Bn. 

(4)  A  large  natural  cave  complex  at  YS337679  was  destroyed  by 

2  Tp  1  Fd  Sqn  (Detailed  diagram  is  shown  at  Annex  A).  This 
cave  complex  was  in  use  by  the  VC  prior  to  Op  LORIIE. 

d.  Aviation. 

(1)  Ho  9  Sen  RAAF  (UH1D,  OHlB)  supported  1  ATP  throughout  the 
operation. 

(2)  Extent  of  Employment  and  Effectiveness. 

(a)  RAAF  helicopters  were  used  with  and  in  addition  to  US 
Assault  Helicopter  Coys  (AHC)  in  troop  moves  by  air. 

(b)  Effective  support  for  the  following  activities  was 
provided: 


i.  Resupply. 
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ii.  Evacuation  of  cnpturod  rico. 
ill.  Command  and  liaison, 
iv.  Visual  reconnaissance. 

o.  US  Army  Aviation.  During  Operation  FORREST  support  was  prori  '.e- 
with  CH47,  CH54  and  AHCc  lifting  4,700  troops  and  1,062.1  short  xor.s 
of  equipment  and  supplies  between  23  llov  67  and  5  Jan  63.  A  Light 
Firo  Team  (LFT)  was  providod  daily  and  rer.irJ.nod  on  standby  at  1  AT? 
Base. 

f.  USAF.  Twonty  one  close  air  support  missions  wore  flown  in 
support  of  the  operation. 

Intelligence. 

n.  This  operation  was  planned  to  follow  on  after  the  earlier 
operations  AlNSLIE,  KENMORE  and  EAUTA  FE  which  had  caused  considcr- 
ahlo  damage  to  the  VC  logistic  system.  Captured  documents  indicated 
serious  food  shortages  voro  being  experienced  by  the  VC  in  and 
around  PHUOC  TUY. 

b.  Harvest  tine  Dec/Jan,  is  considered  by  the  VC  the  best  tine  to 
restock  with  rice  bccau.so  of  the  largo  amounts  of  it  that  arc 
available  and  tho  difficulty  that  FttlAF  and  GVII  troops  have  in  con¬ 
trolling  it.  All  Provinc o  intelligence  sources  (Sector  S2  (Aust 
equivalent  G  (Int)),  Revolutionary  Development  Cadre  (RD),  Census 
Griovonco  (CG),  Province  P.oeco  Unix  (?RU) ,  Committee  for  the  Collation 
of  Intolligonce  nd  Conduct  of  Operations  against  the  VC  Infra¬ 
structure  (ICS/.),  District  Operations  Intelligence  Coordinating 
Centre  (DOICC),  10th  Military  Interrogation  Detachment  (10  KID)  and 

1  ATF  Intelligence  Units)  wore  used  to  get  the  broadest  and  most 
accurate  picture  possible  of  the  resupply  net-work  within  F.fuOC  TUY 
used  by  the  VC  at  harvest  tine.  This  information  showed  the  nest 
likely  places  tho  VC  would  use  to  procure  rice  and  the  routes  he 
would  uso  to  novo  it  to  restock  his  caches  and  major  bases.  A 
priority  for  searching  villages  was  also  established.  This  inform¬ 
ation  was  transferred  to  a  Map  overlay  Annex  P.  These  methods 
proved  successful  in  determining  where  and  hov:  tho  VC  would  go  about 
his  resupply  during  the  operation. 

c.  The  frequency  and  nature  of  lie  contacts  prevented  tho  najority 
of  VC  from  infiltrating  tho  populated  areas.  It  is  probable  that 
tho  VC  obtained  and  extracted  rice  through  tho  northern  area  of  the. 
TAOR  whoro  VC  movement  in  small  groups  was  observed,  but  where  tho 
operation  did  not  toko  effect  until  lato  in  the  harvest  period.  VC 
movement  was  restricted  to  small  parties  and  any  largo  scalo  resupply 
was  thwarted.  Cordon  and  search  of  six  villages  resulted  in  400 
suspects  being  detained  42  of  which  were  identified  as  VC  infra¬ 
structure. 

d.  During  tho  operation: 

(1)  Infiltration  groups  wore  detected  and  intercepted  on 
known  VC  approach  routes. 

(2)  Important  staging  anti  lay  up  areas  were  detected  and 
deniod  to  tho  VC  at  the  time  most  critical  to  hi3  resupply  plan, 

(3)  Confirmed  VC  and  sympathizers  woro  apprehendod. 

(4)  1  ATF  penetrated  tho  CHAU  DUC  District  base  KQ  and  CHAU 
DUC  Coy  (C41)  baso  areas  and  forced  the  VC  to  withdraw  to  tho 
NORTH  and  away  from  the  most  important  rico  areas. 
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(5)  Captured  useful  documents  which  proved  valuablo  for  back¬ 
ground  intelligence  study, 

11,  Mission.  1  AT?  between  23  Nov  67  and  5  Jan  68  in  closo  co-opcraticn 
and  coordination  with  ARVH  and  GVN,  province  and  dictriot  officials  was  tc 
conduct  rico  donial  operations  in  PIHJOC  TUY  Provinco. 

12.  Concept  of  Operations. 

a.  Conoral  Outline.  During  the  operation  battalions  would  be 
roquirod: 

(1)  To  conduct  saturation  patrolling  astride  known  avenues  of 
approach  to  apprehend  couriers. 

(2)  To  search  out  knovin  staging  areas  for  camps,  personnel  and 
caches. 

(3)  In  co-operation  with  G VI.  officirls  conduct  cordon  and 
search  operations  in  nominated  villages  end  hamlets, 

(4)  To  search  and  destroy  In  allotted  AO's. 

b.  2  mu. 


(1)  Conduct  operations  in  the  allotted  AO  fron  230SOOH  Nov  67 
to  050800H  Jan  68  (Annex  P). 

(2)  Taka  the  HORSESHOE  Company  under  comd  from  22170011  Nov  67, 

(3)  Throughout  the  operation  maintain  one  company  in  the  LONG 
GREEK,  centre  of  mass  Y35553,  '.at!-  fr  ouent  ambushes  on  the 
gaps  in  the  fonco  from  HORSESHOE  Y54961  to  PHUOC  IIA.I  YS5153. 

(4)  Prom  23030011  Nov  67  to  0 50300 K  Dee  67  carry  out  maximum 
patrolling  astride  the  avenue  r,  of  approach  in  the  AO. 

(5)  Search  and  destroy  ui-tidn  the  AO  paying  particular  attention 
to  tho  staging  areas  indicated  on  1  ATP  Intelligence  Assessment 
(Annex  P), 

(6)  By  0517001!  Jan  63  conduct  cordon  and  search  operations  in 
the  following  villages  (Listed  in  order  of  priority): 


(a) 

KOI  MY 

YS5056. 

(b) 

AM  NHUT 

YS/,659. 

(c) 

LONG  DIIN  NORTH 

YG43559S, 

(a) 

TAM  PHUOC 

YS4553. 

(e) 

DAT  DO  SOUTH  EAST 

Y 3495570 

(D 

PHUOC  LOI 

Y35057. 

(7)  On  order  assist  in  tho  1  AT?  cordon  and  search  of  31 NK  GIA 
YS4877. 

(8)  Be  proparod  to  provide  a  reaction  force  of  ono  company  on 
one  hour's  notice,  for  Ready  Reaction  Eorcc  activities  against 
tax  collection  points,  small  base  locations,  caches  etc  found 
as  a  result  of  1  SAS  Sqn  or  cir  rocco  activities. 
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(H  Conduct  operations  in  allotted  AO  from  2306C0H  Nov  67  to 
050800H  Jan  68. 

(2)  From  230800II  Nov  67  to  0503C0II  Dee  67  carry  out  maximum 
patrolling  astride  the  avenues  of  approach  in  allotted  AO. 

(3)  From  230300H  Hov  67  to  05030011  Jan  68  provide  "distant" 
patrol  protection  to  AP  SU01  NGK2  YS431 '  and  regular  liaison 
visits  to  that  village. 

(4)  Soarch  and  destroy  within  the  AO  paying  particular  attention 
to  the  Staging  areas  indicated  on  1  ATF  Intelligence  Assessment 
(Annex  P), 

(5)  By  051700H  Jan  68  conduct  Cordon  and  Search  operations  in 
the  following  villages  (Listed  in  order  of  priority) : 


(a) 

PiTJOC  HOA 

YS2862, 

?b) 

HOA  LONG 

YS4264, 

(c) 

FHU  MY 

Y32574 

(d) 

ONG  TRINH 

YS2563, 

(6)  Or  ordor  assist  in  the  1  AT?  Cordon  anti  Search  of  DINH  GIA 
YS4877. 

(7)  Bo  prepared  to  provide  a  reaction  force  of  ono  ccsnpany  on 
ono  hour's  notice,  for  Heady  Reaction  Force  activities  against 
tax  collection  points,  small  base  locations,  caches  etc  found 
as  a  result  of  1  SAS  Sqn  or  air  rccco  activities. 

d.  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt.  From  23C3C0H  Nov  67  to  03080011  Jan  68: 

(1)  Be  prepared  to  assist  in  cordon  and  search  operations. 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  assist  in  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(3)  Be  prepared  to  "check  out"  paddy  workers  during  the  rice 
harvest  period. 

(4)  Bo  prepared  in  cooperation  with  National  Polico  to  set  up 
temporary  check  points  on  Route  15. 

(5)  Hold  one  troop  as  a  reaction  force  on  ono  hour’s  notice. 

0.  Artillery. 

(1)  4  ?d  Regt.  Remained  in  DS  of  1  ATF. 

(2)  1/83  Arty  (US) .  Remained  in  General  Support  (Go),  reinforc¬ 
ing  4  Fd  Rogt. 

(3)  A  Sty  2/35  Arty  (US).  Remained  in  GS,  reinforcing  4  Fd  Rogt 

(4)  Bo  prepared  to  provide  dismounted  troops  to  assist  in 
cordon  and  soarch  operations. 

f . 

(1)  When  requested  provide  combat  engineer  tooms,  to  scale,  to 
2  RAR,  7  BAR  and  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt. 
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(2)  Bo  prepared  to  provido  a  snail  onginoor  toon  to  assist 
4/48  AR7N  Bn  in  repairing  the  HORSESHOE  Fence. 

G.  1  SAS  Son.  On  order  from  HQ  1  AT?  conduct  patrolling,  search¬ 
ing  and  ambushing  in  allottod  AO  from  23080011  Hov  67  to  050800H 
Jan  68  (Annex  P). 

h.  1  AHU. 

(1)  Commencing  2308OOH  Fov  67  until  1S0800II  Doe  67  provide 
two  patrols  by  day  and  night  in  the  ARU  AO  (Annex  P), 

(2)  Ee  prepared  to  assist  in  cordon  and  search  operations. 

i.  Dot  1  Div  Iivt  Unit.  Assist  in  cordon  and  search  operations, 

j.  161  (Indew)  Recce  Fit.  Ftol.  230S00H  Hov  67  to  050800H  Jan  6 8 
provido  one  1113  in  DS  of  each  2  RAR  and  7  RAR. 

k.  A  Soct  1  Topo  Svy  To.  do  prepared  to  provide  survey  parties  in 
tho  operational  and  village  areas. 

l.  1  Aunt  CA  Unit.  Do  preparod  to  assist  in  coxa  on  and  search 
operations. 

n,  Fsy  Ops. 

(1)  Coordinate  with  An  YU,  CVtl  and  Civilian  Organisation  for 
Revolutionary  Development  (CORDS)  reproccntativc3  in  developing 
an  intense  Fsy  Ops  progrowiio  in  an  attempt  to  persuade  tho  people 
not  to  soil  l'icc  to  the  VC  but  only  to  accredited  buyers. 

(2)  Prepare  taped  messages  for  use  by  voice  aircraft  over  ell 
districts  of  l-'HUOC  TOY  Province. 

(3)  Ensure  that  sufficient  quantities  of  explanatory  leaflets 
aro  available  for  troops  to  hand  to  householders  in  the  event 
of  houso  soarchos. 

(4)  3o  prepared  to  make  quick  reaction  tapos  or  leaflets  to 
support  tho  rico  denial  opei'ation, 

n.  HQ  Coy  1  ATF.  The  Defence  Platoon  is  to  be  prepared  to  assist 
in  cordon  and  search  and  check  point  operations. 

o.  QVH  PHUOC  TUY  Province.  Tho  Senior  Advisor  PIAJOC  TOY  Province 
is  requested  to  arrango  with  the  PHUOC  TOY  Province  Chief  for  tho 
fallowing  tasks  to  bo  carried  out  by  ART!?  and  RF  units: 

(1)  Provision  of  a  Chock  Point  on  Routo  14  VEST  of  BARIA  YS3760. 

(2)  Continuous  ambushes  on  tho  routes  leading  IJORTH  and  EAST 
out  of  the  LONG  ILYI  Hill',  centre  of  mass  YS4o 53. 

(3)  Boach  control  in  tho  vieinity  of  PHUOC  Kill  and  VEST  of  tho 
fonoo  to  dony  tho  use  of  tho  boach  and  tho  sea  routes. 

(4)  Activo  and  continuous  patrolling  of  tho  fonoo.  SOUTH  of 
DAT  DO  to  dotect  and  ropair  any  brcachos. 

•  (5)  Activo  rico  denial  operations  in  tho  XUYEM  MOO  villago 
and  AO  (YS6568). 

(6)  Cordon  and  3  oar  eh  of  tho  following  villages: 
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(a) 

PHU  HAI 

YS3261 , 

(b) 

LONG  CAT 

YS2961 

(c) 

LONG  KUONG 

YS3561 

(d) 

LONG  DIEM 

YS4359 

(0) 

PIIUOC  HAI 

YS5153 

(f> 

KUI  iiHOil 

YS5963 

13.  Execution.  Operation  FORREST  coLEienced  on  the  23  Hov  67.  During 
the  operation  and  as  part  of  Op  FORREST,  there  were  a  nuabor  of  conpleracntary 
operations. 


Serial 

Date 

Oporati  onal  N  i  clcnsn  c 

-  _  - 

mmm 

Typo  O'”  On oration 

a 

23  IIov  67 

OODNADATTA 

7  PAR 

Cordon  and  search 
(HOI  LONG  YS4264). 

b 

3  Dec  67 

cakungx 

2  AAR 

Cordon  and  soarch 
(HOI  1-IY  YS5356) . 

0 

Planned 

7  Dec  67 

ALDSRLEY 

tL  A  Will 

C  rdon  and  search 
(Ati  ir.ru?  YS4659). 
Cancelled  due  to  A7.VN 
cordon  and  search  6 

Dec  67  on  the  sane 
village. 

d 

11  Dec  67 

SHEPPARTOH 

7  MAR 

Cordon  and  soar eh 

(PIFJ  MY  YS2574)  • 

0 

13  Doc  67 

DIKBOOLA 

7  Paul 

Cordon  and  search 
(ONO  TRIMH  YP2563). 

f 

15  Doc  67 

MEIQOURHS 

7  PAR 

Cordon  and  search 
(FlidOC  HOA  Y3236.3) 

G 

18  Doc  67  - 
21  Dec  67 

IORNE 

7  BAR 

Search  and  destroy 
(:r-I  Dlllii  Mountains 
YS3465) . 

h 

23  Dec  67 

LAV/LEY 

1  ATP 

Cordon  and  search 
(Mill  GLAO  Y 34677 ) . 

14*  Sequence  of  Evont3. 


a.  IM  Day  22  Hov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  issued  orders  fer  the  operation.  The  op  uas  to  bo 

conducted  by  phases.  At  this  tine  the  orders  wore  given  for 
tho  first  two  phases: 

.  (a)  Phase  1 . 

i.  D  Coy  to  assist  7  lent  in  tho  cordon  and  search 
of  HOA  LONG  YS4264  24  Mov  67  and  to  clcoloy  to  coy  AO 

•  25  Hov  67. 

ii.  A  Coy,  C  Coy  and  V  Coy  to  deploy  to  allotted  AOs 
23  Nov  67. 

i^i.B  Coy  reaction  coy  HUI  XT. 

(b)  Phase  2.  Search,  destroy  and  an  bush  in  allotted  AOs. 
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(c)  Phase  3.  (Approx  4  Deo  67)  Cordon  and  search  HOI  HY 
YS5056  orders  to  be  issued  later. 

(d)  Subsequent  phases.  Orders  to  bo  issued  later. 

Soquenco  and  pro'oablo  timings  as  follows : 

i.  Cordon  and  search  ops  in  tho  following  village."': 

1  AN  HHUT  YS4659  7  Doc  67. 

2  LONG  DIET  North  YS435593  18  Dec  67. 

1  TIM  PilUOC  Y34558  21  Dec  67. 

4  Acsist  in  1  AT?  cordon  and  search  of  HGAI 
GIAO  YS4677.  Dato  to  bo  confirm  od. 

2  DAT  DO  South  East  YS495590  27  Deo  67. 

6  PIIUOC  LOI  YS5057  5  Jan  68. 

Note.  Operations  listed  as  2,  3,  2>  i  above, 
wore  not  conduatod  duo  to  AUVN  oporations  in 
the  arc.i3  and  secondly  subsequent  tasks  of 
higher  priority. 

ii.  Between  cordon  and  search  op3  coy  activities  in 
allotted  AOs  'will  continue. 

iii.  Bn  ’.rill  be  in  base  24  ~  26  Doc  67. 

(2)  7  RAH  issued  orders  for  Operation  OODNADATTA. 

(c.)  Conor al  Outline,  7  RAR  Gp  consisting  of  7  RAR  plus 
Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  plus  one  ACV,  106  Fd  Bty  (dirnounted), 
161  Fd  Bty  (-)  (PI  sine  group),  two  combat  enginoer  teams 
1  Fd  Sqn,  1  SAS  Sqn  (-) ,  D  Coy  2  RAH,  1  ARU  with  under 
ccmd  Def  PI  HQ  Co;  1  ATP,  Dot  1  Div  Int  Unit,  throo  lIPs, 

Dot  1  Dlv  Pro  Unit,  loam  of  1  Ausfc  CA  Unit,  National  police 
including  PFF  and  women  police,  AUVH  troops  and  Psy  Ops 
Dot.  Task  to  cordon  HOA  LONG  YC41 64  village  before  first 
light  on  24  Nov  67.  Ccmnencing  at  first  light  tho  villas 
to  bo  searched,  nil  inhabitants  to  be  scrooncd  and  cuopoc 
porsons  moved  to  BARIA  STADIUM  YS3362  for  furthor  . 
interrogation  by  VS  personnel. 

b.  D  Day  23  Nov  67. 

(1 )  2  MR  (-)  commenced  oporations  in  its  allottod  AO  cc.ntro 
of  mass  YS5264.  D  Coy  assisted  7  RAR  in  Operation  OODNADATTA. 

(2)  7  RAR  (+)  commenced  Operation  OODNADATTA,  cordon  and 
search  of  Ha*.  LONG  YS4264. 

c.  24  Hov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  soarch  and  destroy  operations.  D  Coy 
returned  to  1  AT?  Ease. 

(2)  7  RAR  concluded  Operation  OODNADATTA.  A  total  of  nine 
suspact3  wore  dotainod  and  evacuated  to  PilUOC  TUY  Pirn  vine  0  HQ 
BARIA  for  further  interrogation, 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  deployed  two  LRRPc. 
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d.  25  Nov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
1600H  at  YS559670  A  Coy  contacted  4  VC  without  result.  D  Coy 
conracncod  coarch  and  destroy  operations, 

(2)  7  RAH  remained  in  1  ATF  Base  and  issued  orders  for  the 
period  26  Nov  to  4  Dec  67. 

(a)  General  Outline. 

i.  Cordon  and  attack  a  known  enemy  baso  camp 
YS338707. 

ii.  Soarch  and  destroy  in  allotted  A03. 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  deployed  two  LRRP3. 
i.  26  Nov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
101SH  at  YS506691  C  Coy  contacted  2  VC  without  result.  At  1015K 
at  YS536593  D  Coy  sighted  l  VC,  contact  was  not  initiated.  At 
YS564655  A  Coy  loeatod  and  destroyed  a  VC  Dane  Can?  consisting 
of  8  bunkers  and  a  cook  house. 

(2)  7  RAR  (-)  secured  FSB  ALPHA  mid  LZ  ROCK  (see  Ann  ox  P). 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  extracted  one  LRRP. 

f.  27  Nov  67. 

(1)  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  conducted  a  road  runner  and  clearing 
patrol  botweon  1  ATF  Ease  and  NG.il  GL'.O  YS4677. 

(2)  4  Fd  Regt  106  Fd  Bty  was  inserted  into  FS3  ALPHA. 

(3)  2  RAR  (-)  continue,  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
YS55S663  A  Coy  located  a  VC  IHsl  Can?  v.hich  was  booby  trapped. 

A  booby  trap  was  set  off  with  the  result  2  Aust  KIA ,  1  Aust  VIA, 

(4)  7  RAR  (-)  was  inserted  into  LZ  ROCK  to  commence  a  cordon 
and  attack  of  a  known  VC  Rase  Camp.  At  1646a  D  Coy  contacted 
an  estimated  2C  VC  and  were  engaged  by  machine  gun  fire.  The 
MG  was  destroyed  with  MV 2  rocket  fire.  The  VC  withdrew  SOUTH 
Imt  continued  the  contact  with  ilPG  fire  from  the  VEST.  The 
contact  was  broken  at  1G15H  with  the  result  3  VC  KIA  (DC),  2  VC 
VflA,  1  Aust  KL".  and  17  Aust  VILA.  At  1605II  D  Coy  in  a  cordon 
position  to  the  SOUTH  of  tlic  camp  contactod  2  VC  with  tho  result 
2  VC  KIA  (EC). 

g.  28  Nov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
YS558663  with  the  assistance  of  1  Fd  Sqn  elements  detected  and 
removed  two  Hi 6  mines  and.,  two  Cliicom  grenades  3ot  up  as  booby 
traps.  At  YS552692  A  Coy  located  and  destroyed  a  camp  consist¬ 
ing  of  9  bunkers  interconnected  by  a  tunnel  system. 

(2)  7  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
1050H  at  YS333795  D  Coy  contacted  2  VC  rosuiting  in  1  VC  KIA 
(EC).  At  1300H  at  YS331697  3  Coy  contacted  1  VC  without  rocult. 
Tho  VC  Baso  Camp  at  YC338707  was  investigated  and  found  to  ocn- 
si3t  of  9  huts  and  100  metres  of  trench.  Tho  coup  contained  39 
Individual  weapons,  2  crew  served  vo: -  .is,  3  mines,  10  grenades, 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  dowi-ng  and  documents , 

/II. 
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(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  extracted  one  LRRP, 

(4)  161  (Indcp)  Recoo  Fit.  At  1S30II  at  YS5S3574  two  Hi  3  - 

helicopters  sighted  1  VC  and  engaged  with  SA  with  result  1  VC 
HA  (BC). 

h.  29  Nov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  dostroy  operations.  At 
0730H  at  YS503647  C  Coy  located  and  dostroyod  one  (US)  Ml  6  nine 
and  two  RUSSIAN  type  Ml 6  nines. 

(2)  7  RAR  (-)  continuod  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO 
ZULU  (Soo  Annex  Q).  At  103711  at  YS320702  B  Coy  contacted  15  VC 
resulting  in  1  Au3t  WIA.  At  YS333709  D  Coy  located  a  cache 
which  contained  300  lbs  of  polished  rice.  At  YS33S707  D  Coy 
located  a  VC  Base  Camp  consisting  of  3  huts  and  bunkors,  5  weapon 
pits  and  a  75  metres  range.  The  camp  contained  one  rifle. 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  at  1430H  at  YS567767  a  LRRP  contacted  3  VC  result¬ 
ing  in  3  VC  HA  (DC)  and  2  Chicom  7,62  rifles  captured.  The 
LRRP  was  extracted. 

i.  30  Hov  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  dostroy  operations.  At 
0330H  at  YS582593  D  Coy  contacted  3  VC  resulting  in  2  VC  HA 
(BC)  and  1  VC  WIA.  At  1400H  at  YS550644  A  Coy  triggered  off  a 
VC  mine  resulting  in  1  Aust  KIA  and  7  Aust  WIA. 

(2)  7  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1300H 
at  YS325706  B  Coy  attackod  an  occupied  VC  Faso  Camp  resulting 

in  3  Aust  WIA. 

J.  1  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
2035H  at  YS558588  D  Coy  contacted  2  VC  without  result. 

(2)  7  RAR  continuod  search  and  dostroy  operations.  At  2110H 
at  YS393745  A  Coy  contacted  2  VC  i/ithout  rosult, 

k. .  2  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1030H 
at  YS579593  D  Coy  contacted  6  VC  resulting  in  4  VC  HA  (BC) ,  1  VC 
WIA  and  3  weapons  captured. 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  YS327714 
B  Coy  located  a  VC  Baso  Camp  which  contained  2  weapons  and  a 
number  of  Chicon  stick  grenades, 

l.  3  Doc  67. 

(1)  2  RAR. 

(a)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  end  dostroy  operations.  At 
1700H  at  YS551648  A  Coy  contacted  2  VC  with  the  result,  1  VC 
HA  (BC). 

(b)  The  Tac  HQ  plus  two  Coy3  commenced  Operation  CAKU1IGRA. 

(2)  7  RAR  continuod  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1100H  at 

YS315755  D  Coy  contacted  3  VC  with  the  rosult  1  VC  HA  (BC),  1  VC 
WIA  and  ono  AK47  captured.  At  16COH  at  YS315755  Sp  Coy  contaotod 
2  VC  with  tho  rosult,  1  VC  HA  (BC),  1  VC  WIA  and  ono  AK47 
capturod,  . 
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m.  4  Doc  67. 

(1)  2  RAH  continued  search  and  destroy  operations,  ccncludod 
Operation  CANUUGRA  and  issued  orders  for  Operation  ALDERLEY. 

A  total  of  29  people  woro  detained  for  furthor  interrogation  as 
a  result  of  Operation  CANUNGRA. 

(2)  7  1  VAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations,  B  Coy 
roturned  to  1  ATF  Base. 

n.  5  Doe  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
1259H  at  YS559671  C  Coy  contacted  3  VC  wit!:  tho  result,  1  VC 
KIA  (BC),  1  VC  VII A,  two  weapons  and  one  grcnr.do  captured. 

(2)  7  RAH  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 

o.  6  Dee  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  raid  destroy  operations. 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  search  an:’,  destroy  operations  and  issued 
orders  for  tho  establishment  of  FSB  E?AV0  and  tho  commencement 
of  search  and  destroy  operations  in  new  AOs  ccntro  of  mass 
YS306S.  Included  in  the  orders  vero  detailed  orders  for  tho 
following  operations: 

(a)  Op  SHEPPARTON,  Cordon  and  search  of  PHU  MY  YS2574  on 
11/12  Dec  67. 

(b)  Op  DU'IBOOLA,  Cordon  and  search  of  0!’G  TIffilH  YS2568 
and  YS2666  on  13/14  Doc  67. 

(c)  Op  MELBOURNE,  Cordon  ar.d  search  of  PIIUOC  HOA  YS2862 
on  15/16  Dec  67. 

(3)  General  Outline.  7  RAR  group  consisting  Tp  A  Sq.a  3  Cav 
Regt,  throe  MP  Dot  A?5.'  Pro  Unit,  Dot  1  Div  Int  Unit,  Dot  1  Aust 
CA  Unit,  National  Police,  Field  Force  Tolicc,  '.toon  Police  end 
Interpreters.  Task  to  cordon  each  village  cn  tho  dates  stated. 
Tho  villages  to  bo  search  and  all  inhabitants  scrocncd.  Suspect 
persons  to  be  r.ovod  to  R1RIA  STADIUM  for  further  investigation 
by  VN  peroonnol .  FSB  BRAVO  to  bo  reinforced  by  A  Sqn  3  Cav 
Rogt  (-). 

p.  7  Dee  67. 

(1)  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt  socurod  FSB  BRAVO  (seo  Annex  p)  for  tho 
novo  of  106  Fd  Bty  fron  FSB  ALPHA. 

(2)  2  PAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(3)  7  RAR  redeployed  to  now  A03  to  continue  search  and  destroy 
operations  after  a  hefH  ..w-ault  into  LZ  GREEN  YS3073. 

(4)  1  SAS  Sqn  extracted  two  LRP.Ps. 

q.  8  Doc  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  raid  destroy  operations.  At 
1513H  at  YS574605  B  Coy  contacted  6  VC  with  the  result  1  VC 
KIA  (BG),  one  AK47,  100  rounds  of  SA  ammunition  rx.d  1  pack 
captured. 
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(2)  7  W iH  oontinuod  search  and  destroy  operations,  At  0740H 
at  Y5300734  A  Coy  contacted  1  VC  with  the  rosult  1  VC  WIA.  At 
YS299736  A  Coy  located  a  VC  Base  Camp  which  contained  oxplosivcs, 
one  Ml 8A1  claymore  mine,  twenty  chicom  grenades,  one  flaro,  some 
documents  and  tool3.  At  YS311746  C  Coy  locatod  one  hut  which 
contained  salad  oil  and  610  lbs  of  rice. 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  extracted  one  LRRP. 

(4)  161  (Indop)  Recce  Fit.  At  YS402747  a  H13  holicoptcr  fly¬ 
ing  in  support  of  7  RAR  received  ground  fire  resulting  in  the 
pilot  WIA  and  no  dnmago  to  the  holicoptcr. 

r.  9  Dec  67.  •  > 

(1)  4  Fd  Regt.  A  Bty  1/83  (US)  Arty  vac  doployod  from  1  ATF 
Base  to  FSB  BRAVO. 

(2)  2  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At 
YS573601  B  Coy  contacted  2  VC  with  the  recult  1  VC  KIA,  1  AK47 
and  140  rounds  of  ammunition  captured. 

(3)  7  RAR  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  In 
YT3071  3  Coy  located  numerous  small  caches  all  wore  old  and  not 
used  roccntly. 

(4)  1  SAS  Sqn  deployed  ono  LRRP. 

s.  10  Doc  67. 

(1)  1/83  (US)  Arty  was  escorted  by  3  7p  A  Sqn  from  FSB  BRAVO 
to  1  ATF  Base. 

(2)  2  RAR  and  7  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(3)  161  (indep)  Recce  Fit.  At  YS533572  a  Hi 3  helicopter  received 
ground  fir c.  Tho  area  was  engaged  by  Artillery  without  result. 

t.  11  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  YS565678 
A  Coy  contacted  5  /C  with  tho  result  2  VC  KIA,  3  weapons  and 

7  packs  captured. 

(2)  7  RAR  moved  to  cordon  positions  in  preparation  for  the 
cordon  and  search  of  PHU  MY,  YS2574. 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn.  Thrco  LRRPs  were  doployod  and  one  extracted. 

At  YS619591  a  LRRP  contacted  6  VC  with  the  ronult  1  VC  WIA. 

u.  12  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  continued  soarch  and  dostroy  operations, 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  and  concluded 
Operation  SIIEPPARTOK  tho  cordon  and  search  of  PHU  MY  YS2574.  A 
total  of  26  people  were  detained  for  furthor  interrogation, 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn.  At  1500H  at  Y5546793  a  LRRP  contacted  7  VC 
resulting  in  7  VC  KIA  and  2  weapons  eapturod,  Ono  LRRP  was 

'  oxtraotod. 

v.  13  Pec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 
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(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  071  OH 

at  YS592600  D  Coy  contacted  2  VC  without  re cult. 


(2)  7  RAH  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  and  concludod 
Operation  DU'DOOLA  •  A  total  of  15  suspects  uero  detained. 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  extracted  one  LRRP. 

x.  15  Doc  67. 

(1)  2  PAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(2)  7  RAIl  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  and  ccmonced 
Oporation  MELBOURNE,  the  cordon  and  search  of  PIIUOC  KOA  YS2862. 

y.  16  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAN  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1430H 
C  Coy  became  op  con  to  7  RAR. 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  and  concluded 
Operation  MELBOURNE.  A  total  of  17  suspocts  were  detainoa. 

(3)  1  SAS  Sqn  at  1715H  at  YS661S14  a  LEAP  contacted  3  VC  with 
the  result  1  VC  KIA. 

a.  17  Doc  67. 

(1)  2  RAH  and  7  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations, 
an.  IS  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAN  continued  search  and  dcs+roy  operations.  Tho  cordon 
and  search  of  LONG  DIEM  North  was  cancelled  duo  to  ARVN  operations 
in  the  sane  area. 

(2)  7  EAR  commenced  Operation  LORNE,  a  search  and  destroy 
oporation  in  NUI  DIKII  Mountains  YS34o5.  Bn  HQ,  C  and  D  Coys 
wore  inserted  into  a  LZ  at  YS347647.  A  and  B  Coy3  with  C  Coy 
2  RAR  were  deployed  into  blocking  positions  NORTH  of  the  NUI 
DINH  Mountains. 

bb.  19  Doc  67. 

(1) '  2  RAR  continued  ccarch  and  destroy  operations. 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  Operation  LORNE.  At  1635H  at  YS337679 
C  Coy  contacted  3  VC  with  tho  result  1  Auot  VILA. 

co.  20  Doc  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  Oporation  LORNE.  At  YC337679  C  Coy  located 
2  VC  bodies  killed  in  the  contact  191635H.  At  1000H  at  YS336695 
A  Coy  contacted  3  VC  -with  tho  result  3  VC  KIA  and  3  weapons 
captured.  At  YS337669  C  Coy  located  a  comp  which  contained  4 
rifles,  1  DIO  claymore  and  2  Chiccn  grenades.  At  YS346635  D  Coy 
locatod  a  cacho  containing  37  riflos  and  sono  ammunition. 
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dd.  21  Doc  67. 

(1)  4  Fd  Regt.  161  Fd  Bty  RNZA  was  extracted  fron  FSF3 
CHARLIE  YS2962  to  1  AIT?  Base. 

(2)  2  RAR  continued  oearch  cud  destroy  operations.  All  elements 
except  V  Coy  returned  to  1  ATF  Base.  V  Coy  continued  patrol 
operations  in  tho  LONG  GREEN  YS5559  from  HORSESHOE  HILL  YS4962. 

(3)  7  RAR  conclude  Operation  LOBHE.  At  0910II  at  YS333694  B  Coy 
contacted  5  VC  without  result.  7  RAH  returned  to  1  ATF  Base. 

oe.  22  Hoc  67. 

(1)  1  ATF  commenced  Operation  LVJLE”,  the  cordon  and  search  of 
tIGAI  GIAO,  consisting  of  hamlets  U  VA1!  YS465773,  VIIRI  THANH 
YS468779  and  NGAI  GIAO  YS4&4793.  7  RAH  was  to  cordon  and  search 
the  first  two  hamlets,  2  RAH  tho  last  hamlet.  The  operation 
commenced  at  0800!!  with  a  FSB  ostablisliod  in  area  YS4471 .  Tho 
cordon  was  insorted  by  air  and  APC3  and  was  in  position  by  133011. 

(2)  1  SAS  Sqn  extractor!  two  LlUtPe. 
ff.  23  Doc  67. 

(1)  1  ATF  continued  Operation  LV.JLEY.  A  Sen  elements  secured 
Route  2  for  movement  of  bn  road  convoys.  By  073011  tho  screening 
contros  wore  erected  and  at  OCOGH  tho  soarchos  ocamencod.  1  ATF 
deployed  a  Control  HQ  to  KRAI  GLIO  during  23  Dec  to  control  the 
operation.  At  1400H  the  operation  was  complete.  A  total  of 
1218  civilians  wore  screened  of  which  43  wore  obtained  for  ID 
card  irregularities  and  a  further  50  suspocts  wore  evacuated 
for  further  investigation  by  the  Provincial  Authorities. 

(2)  All  units  returned  to  1  ATF  Base  for  tho  Christmas  Truce 
period. 

gg.  24  Deo  67.  1  ATF  remained  in  Base  1  visions  except  for  patrol¬ 
ling  of  the  TAOIl.  The  Christmas  Truce  was  observed  between  241800H 
to  261800H. 

hh,  25  Dec  67.  The  sane  as  for  24  Dec  67. 

ii.  26  Doc  67.  Tho  same  a3  for  24  Dec  67  cxcopt  1  SAS  Sqn  deployed 

1  LRRP. 

jj.  27  Dec  67. 

(1)  A  Sqn  assisted  2  RAR  in  securing  FS3  RE! GO  YS5365. 

(2)  4  Fd  Regt.  108  Fd  Boy  deployed  to  FSB  RIIIGO. 

(3)  2  RAR  recommenced  search  and  destroy  operations  in  a  new 
AO  oontre  of  mass  YS5S70. 

(a)  General  Outline. 

i.  Phase  1  (AM  27  Dec).  A  Coy  plus  ono  tp  of  APCs 
secured  FSB  REJGO  and  an  LZ  for  FSB  at  YS532658.  108 
Fd  Bty  flew  into  FSB  RIIIGO. 

ii.  Phase  2  (PM  27  Dec).  D  and  C  Coy3  wore  insorted 
into  tho  now  AO  and  conmcncod  search  and  do3troy 
operations  in  allotted  AOs. 


/1 6. 
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(4)  7  RAR  recommenced  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(5)  1  SAS  Sqn  at  0940H  at  YS287725  a  LRRP  during  insertion 
contacted  2  VC  without  result.  At  1366H  at  YS762678  a  LRRP 
during  insertion  contacted  2  VC  with  tho  result  1  Aust  WIA. 

Beth  LRRPs  were  extracted,  a  further  tRRP  was  deployed. 

kk,  28  Dec  67. 

(1)  1  ATF  elements  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(2)  2  RAR.  V  Coy  relioved  V  Coy  at  IIOHSSSHOE  HILL  and  on 
completion  of  its  reliof  V  Coy  moved  into  its  allotted  AO  to 
commence  search  and  dostroy  operations, 

11.  29  Doe  67.  1  ATF  elements  continued  search  and  dostroy 

operations. 

mm.  30  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  continuod  search  and  dostroy  operations.  At  0710H 
at  YS562575  V  Coy  contacted  4  VC  without  result. 

(2)  7  RAll  continued  search  and  destroy  operations, 
nn.  31  Dec  67. 

(1)  2  RAR  oxcept  V  Coy  and  W  Coy  returned  to  1  ATF  Base. 

(2)  7  RAR  returned  to  1  ATF  Base. 

(3)  1  ATF  elements  commenced  the  Row  Year  Truco  at  1800H, 
oo.  1  Jan  68. 

(1)  1  ATF  remainod  in  Base  locations  except  for  patrolling  of 

tho  TAOR.  At  0940 K  at  Y349667D  a  2  PAR  patrol  woro  fired  on 
by  6  VC,  tho  patrol  returned  fire  without  result.  The  New  Year 
truce  continuod  till  1800H. 

pp.  2  Jan  68. 

(1)  1  ATF  deployed  to  new  AOs  to  continue  coarch  and  destroy 
operations. 

(2)  4  Fd  Rogt.  106  Fd  Bty  deployed  to  FSB  ALAR  BROOKS  IS4578. 

(3)  2  RAR  deployed  A  Coy  by  APC  to  ocarch  and  destroy  in  an 
aroalcontro  of  mass  YS5073.  Tho  area  of  search  was  to  includo 
tho  EASTERN  edge  of  3INH  DA  rubber  plantation  and  tho  SOUTHERN 
edge  of  DUC  THANH  AO.  D  Coy  with  2  soctc  of  mors  was  deployed 
by  APC  to  ostablich  a  coy  base  mad  mortar  FSB  PAM  YS5477 
(Annex  P).  V  Coy  continued  to  maintain  domination  of  tho  area 
of  tho  LONG  GREEN  YS5659. 

(4)  7  RAR  deployod  to  new  AOs  to  continue  search  and  dostroy 
operations.  Bn  HQ,  B  and  C  Coys  moved  by  APC  to  vie  YS45S7S2. 

B  Coy  secured  FSB  ALAN  BROOKE.  After  '  0(  Bty  was  in  action  at 
tho  FSB,  A  and  D  Coys  woro  inserte  ■.ill copters  in  a  LZ  in 
vie  YS450341.  At  1315H  at  YS436854  ..  -oy  contacted  1  VC  with¬ 
out  rosult.  At  1330H  at  YS435847  D  Coy  contacted  2  VC  with  the 
result  2  VC  HA,  1  voapon  and  1  DIO  claynoro  captured.  At 
YS415802  C  Coy  located  a  new  camp  consisting  of  2  huts,  8 
bunkers  and  4  tunnels. 

1  SAS  Sqn  deployod  one  LRRP. 
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402  dotaincos  of  which  42  wore 
confirmed  as  VC  infrastructure 
3  crew  servod  weapons 
105  weapons 

3500  rounds  of  assortod 

ammunition 

11  nines 

10  grenades 

300  lbs  of  documents 

1  Typewriter 

900  lbs  of  rice 

16.  Admird s tration.  Tho  concept  of  operations  allowed  for  all 
administration  and  logistic  rocupply  to  oporato  from  1  ATF  Base.  As  a 
result  no  problems  arose. 

17.  Lessons  Learned. 

a.  Tho  predicted  routes  of  approach,  which  wore  the  traditional 
routos  the  VC  had  U3od  for  sono  years,  can  bo  successfully  inter¬ 
cepted  during  the  rico  harvest  season  by  wide  scale  patrolling. 

b.  Ilico  denial  operations  can  bo  successfully  mo  ulted  in  PIIUCC 
TOY  Province  by  1  ATF. 

c.  Even  with  tho  lack  of  silo3  in  towns  and  villages  end  tho 
minimum  of  Government  control,  rico  can  be  denied  to  the  VC.  tho 
most  important  aspect  of  denial  is  preventing  tho  VC  obtaining  the 
rico  directly  from  t.ho  paddy  fields. 

d.  Cordon  and  search  operations  can  bo  particularly  suocossful 
during  tho  rico  harvest  season,  as  tho  VC  must  make  contact  with 
tho  villagors  and  tho  VC  infrastructure  at  this  tino.  Tho  capturo 
of  42  confirmed  VC  infrastructure  during  the  operation  provos  this 

•  losson. 

18.  Comnandor^  Comments. 


a.  As  far  as  it  wont  FORREST  was  a  most  successful  oporatien  in 
donying  tho  rico  to  the  VC.  The  success  of  tho  operation  was  duo 
initially  to  tho  very  comprehensive  intelligence  appreciation  made 
as  the  result  of  pooling  all  intelligence  information  available  to 
tho  many  intelligence  agencies  within  the  Province. 


b.  While  tho  operation  denied  rice  to  tho  VC  during  the  actual 
period  of  FORREST,  conploto  denial  of  rico  to  the  VC  throughout  tho 
yoar  will  not  bo  possible  until  Government  silos  are  built  and  all 
rico  f amors  aro  roquirod  by  law  to  store  their  rice  La  these  silos. 
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(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1140H  at 
YS53S7S7  B  Coy  contacted  3  VC  with  tho  result  1  VC  KIA  and  1  weapon 
captured.  At  1150H  at  Y5550797  B  Coy  contacted  3  VC  with  the  result 
2  VC  KIA  and  1  weapon  captured.  At  YS5A17S6  B  Coy  located  a  snail 
camp  which  oontainod  SCO  lbs  of  rivo ,  V  Coy  rotumed  from  its  search 
and  destroy  operations  to  1  AT?  Base. 

(2)  7  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  0739H  A  Coy 
contacted  3  VC  with  tho  result  3  VC  KIA  and  3  weapons  captured.  At 
l6l  5H  at  YS423325  D  Coy  contacted  3  VC  without  rosult. 

rr.  A  Jan  6ft. 

(1)  2  RAR  continued  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  0950H  at 
Y3515763  A  Coy  contacted  1  VC  with  tho  result  1  VC  KIA.  At  1022H 
at  YS53&786  B  Coy  contacted  1  VC  without  result, 

(2)  7  RAR  ccnt'.r.rcd  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1400H  at 
YS410305  C  Coy  contacted  A  VC  with  the  result  1  VC  KIA,  6  weapons 
and  16  packs  captured. 

ss.  5  Jan  68. 

(1)  1  ATF  elements  cond^ed  Operation  FORREST  and  returned  to 
1  ATF  Base  a3  detailed  below: 

(a)  By  1.70C.!  ono  tp  of  A  Sqn  had  secured  Rcuto  from  FSB 
ALANBRCOXE  YS4573  to  tho  bridge  at  YS43C492. 

(b)  Commencing  1230H,  A  Coy  2  RAR  was  extracted  by  ono  AIE 
from  area  FSB  PAM  YS5477. 

(c)  At  'IJ'OOH,  B  Coy  2  RAR  moved  from  FSB  FAM  by  APC. 

(d)  At  1/GC!L  A  and  0  Cnya  7  IUR  ccnncnccd  extraction  by  AKC  £rca 
area  of  tho  CU  BI  rubber  plantation  YS4282. 

(o)  Cn  completion  of  A  and  B  Coy  e:"traotion,  C  Coy  7  RAR  returned  ' 
by  ATC  to  1  ATF  Base. 

(f)  At  1530H.  106  Fd  Bty  came  out  of  action  and  rotumed  from 
FSB  ALANBRCOXE  to  1  ATF  Base. 

(g)  At  1530H,  En  III  7  PAR  was  extracted  by  air  from  KUI  HHAN 
YS4379. 

(h)  At  17C0R  B  Coy  7  RAR  returnod  \/ith  ono  tp  A  Sqn  from  FSB 
ALANBROOKE, 

(i)  At  T730H,  A  &jn  was  released  from  Routo  socurity. 

(j)  By  1800!!,  ail  elements  wero  in  1  ATF  Base  and  Operation 
FORREST  concluded. 

(2)  2  RAR  at  1115H  at  YS539739  3  Coy  contacted  2  VC  with  tho  result 
t  VC  KIA. 

IS*  Results. 

Australian  Losses  VC.  Lapses 

4  KIA  47  KIA  (BC) 

35  WIA  2  KIA  (Poos) 

15  WIA 
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AVFBC-RE-H  (Undated)  1st  Ind 

SUBJBCTt  Combat  Operations  After  Aotion  Report 

BA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  ^  g  MAY  1968 

70s  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Array,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

The  attached  after  action  report  for  the  1st  Australian  Task  force, 
Vietnam,  Operation:  Forrest,  is  forwarded  in  accordance  with  MACV  Dir 
335*8*  1  September  1967,  subjects  Combat  Operations  After  Action 
Heparts  (MACV  J3-32(K-l)).  Pertinent  comment  followss  This  head¬ 
quarters  requests  MACV  consider  the  proposal  made  by  Commander  ATF, 
page  18,  para  18b,  which  states s  While  the  operation  denied  rice  to 
the  VC  during  the  actual  period  of  Operation  Forrest,  complete  denial 
of  rice  to  the  VC  throughout  the  year  will  not  be  possible  until 
Government  silos  are  built  and  all  rice  fanners  are  required  by  law 
to  store  their  rice  in  these  silos* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDERS 

r  OrfiTroiiY  — * 

a t,  aoc 

Am  aA 


lakgflw.tian 

1,  The  cave  complex  was  found  by  C  Coy  7  RAR  in  the  KUI  DINH  Hills 
during  Operation  LORNE.  This  area  has  boon  occupied  by  tho  C41  (Chou  Dui) 
Company  and  tho  caves  showed  evidence  of  use  as  protection  against  artillery 
and  air  strikes.  The  caves  were  of  a  natural  formation. 


2.  2  Tp  (-)  was  allottod  tho  task  of  clearing  and  destroying  the  caves. 
The  rooervo  combat  team  was  committod  and  Tp  Comd  moved  forward  to  toko 
command  of  tho  task. 

3.  The  caves  were  blown  using  40  lb  beehive  charges  which  provided  a 
good  shattering  effoct.  Qno  hundred  40  lb  heehivo  charges  were  flown  out  to 
the  job  site  on  tho  20  Dec  67.  Tho  oiiargcs  wero  carried  by  UH1B  Iroquois 

and  winchod  into  tho  site.  Each  sortio  carriod  throe  lots  of  boehivo  charges. 
Each  winch  load  consisted  of  two  charges. 

4.  The  distanco  to  tho  task  site  from  the  loading  point  was  approximately 
10,000  metres  and  using  throo  aircraft,  tho  time  taken  to  completo  tho  fly  in 
was  two  hours.  On  tho  following  morning  additional  oxplosivos  wero  flown  in 
to  an  Improvised  LZ. 

Sppynqyy 

5.  The  caves  were  destroyed  by  tho  afternoon  of  the  21  Deo  67.  Tho 
boehivo  charges  provided  a  good  shattering  offeot.  Several  combinations 
were  triod  in  tho  ring  mains  varying  the  distanoe  botwoen  the  charges. 

6.  The  demolition  of  tho  caves  was  considered  successful.  A  sketch  map 
of  tfts  layout  of  tho  caves  is  attached. 
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MAP  INFORMATION  AS  OP  1*65 
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CONTOUR  INTERVAL- 10 -20  METERS 

SUPPLEMENTARY  CONTOURS-3- 10  METERS 


MEAN  SEA  LEVEL  AT  HA  T|Cn 
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DELINEATION  OF  INTERNAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  BOUNDARIES  IS  APPROXIMATE 
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